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another brilliancy of intellect, a third mag-
nanimity of soul. Rarely are all these gifts the

possession of any single individual. Nature is

inhospitable of the superman; she is prodigal

of the average of the species.
'

' God must love

the common people," sagely remarked the in-

comparable Lincoln, ''He creates so many of

them."
There are radical differences in all the qual-

ities that go to make up the normal child.

Humanely and sanely these differences and
peculiarities are becoming recognized in the

life of the school. In place of rigid and uni-

form courses of study, curricula are being

modified and reconstructed to satisfy the vary-

ing aptitudes and capacities of boys and girls,

of groups of children, all equally deserving, all

endowed with equality of rights and entitled

to equality of opportunity.

Any discussion of plans and purposes is in-

complete which fails to emphasize the two-fold

objective of education. Popular education

subserves a two-fold purpose : It should enable

every boy and every girl—yes, every man and
every woman—to rise to the very heights of his

capabilities and endowments; and then, to be-

come a citizen of power in the service of the

Commonwealth. There must be provided in a

democracy freely and fully equality of oppor-
tunity for personal improvement and success.

But that is only one side of the shield. Running
through all systems of education—like the

ichor that courses through the veins of the gods
—must be the throbbing impulse of service.

Equal opportunity must be afforded every boy
and girl to develop to the very utmost all his

capacities and endowments; but when this is

realized, when these heights are attained, then

he or she in all humility and gratitude should
dedicate all his achievements and successes

not to self-glorification or self-aggrandizement,

but rather to the service of his fellow-men and
the welfare of the country. There should come
into the lives of our future American citizens

the exalted spirit of the craftsmen of the Mid-
dle Ages whose souls were in their tasks. And
M^hatever they constructed—whether it were a

simple product of metal from the locksmith, or

the cathedral of many architects with its

myriads of spires—everything they did was for

the service of their fellow-men, and for the

glory of God.
AH this implies that nation, state, city, town

—all must unite in furnishing luilimited educa •

tional, recreational and vocational facilities for

our children and our youth. There must be

provided generously normal schools and col-

leges ;
junior colleges ; state universities

;
part-

time schools ; continuation schools ; industrial,

prevocational and vocational schools; agricul-

tural schools; textile schools; evening schools;

Americanization classes; extension and collegi-

ate courses, to meet the recurrent personal
needs of innumerable groups of young people.

We must popularize the school. We must
make it attractive. We must place it directly in

the pathways of our boys and girls, as so many
ladders whereby they may climb upward and
onward.

An ambitious and expensive program, I

hear you protest. My reply is this : Democracy
is expensive. It has been secured through in-

finite toil and sacrifice. It has cost the world
its best blood and treasure. Our greatest na-
tional assets are first, education—free, univer-
sal education ; and, second, its resultant—the
highest possible degree of personal, civic and
national intelligence and righteousness.

On the other hnad, democracy's greatest
national liability is ignorance. Parsimony in

education means bankruptcy. In education we
must spend freely that we may save. Educa-
tion is more |han insurance. It is our assur-
ance against tomorrow's ills. Intelligent citiz-

enship is the future's hope. Let us not forget.

And let us be unyielding and insistent about
the super-eminence of education in a democ-
racy.; ':' y::'-:[:;^\ \'-. '
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Contemplate for one moment the cost of the
world's great war. We are told that in round
numbers the war cost the nations three hun-
dred billion dollars. Take all the wealth of

these United States, realty and personalty, of
every conceivable kind, and roll it all up into

one great mass and you will find it estimated
at about three hundred billion dollars. With-
out mentioning the ineffable loss of human
lives, horresco referens, the expense of hte
great war commensurate with the property
value of our entire country. And never forget
this : The war was caused by the ma^terialistic

philsosaphy and the false education of the lead-

ers of the Grerman people.

And realize, further, that all property,
whether personal or real, is worthless unless
the people's will has been properly trained to

respect and safeguard it in days of stress and
storm.

Years ago in the Senate of the United States
while championing the cause of Greece, and
pleading for her independence, Henry Clay,
quoting from the eternal law, exclaimed," What
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world
and suffer the loss of his own soul?" Or, "what
shall it avail a nation to save the whole of a

miserable trade and lose its liberties." We


